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MANAGEMENT OF TREE SPECIES COMPOSITION

Scope
This policy provides direction to FFT program staff concerning the management of
tree species composition in FFT-funded silviculture operations.

Purpose
The purpose of this policy is to ensure that:

1. tree species composition in FFT-funded silviculture operations is well managed;
and

2. FFT operations are consistent with the principles and objectives of the FFT
Program Management Plan and the provincial government’s Mountain Pine
Beetle Action Plan. FFT has adopted the following goal for its management of
tree species composition:

FET-funded silviculture operations will contribute to achieving diverse mixes
of desirable tree species within FFT treatment units, subject to applicable site
management objectives, site limitations, and considerations of economic return.

Policy
1. Species mixtures will be planted.
+ Where appropriate, and to the degree reasonable:
» areas will be planted with a mixture of desirable species; and
+ on sites with more than one “preferred” species, more than one preferred
species (and, where practicable, all of the preferred species) will be planted.
+ Planting mixtures will vary within and among FFT planting areas.

2. Existing natural and advance regeneration will be used.
« The FFT program will use, to an appropriate degree, existing natural
regeneration and advance regeneration to achieve diverse mixtures of
desirable tree species

3. Caution will be exercised in conifer release.
+ Because of the potential to reduce species diversity and destroy broadleaf trees
that may contribute to mid-term timber supply, FFT will exercise caution in
applying conifer release treatments.

4. Only cost-effective actions will be taken.
« FrT will ensure that benefits exceed costs. For all treatments, the calculated
internal rate of return (IRR) must meet or exceed the “guiding rate” (the
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